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Austin Zeiderman (London School of Economics) Contact: A.Zeiderman@Ise.ac.uk
Concrete Peace: Building Security in Colombia

Public and scholarly debates in Colombia frequently gloss the work required to achieve peace
as la construccion del posconflicto, or “the construction of the post-conflict.” These debates
usually surround the question of how to build the legal and bureaucratic institutions necessary
for transcending a half-century of violence. Less attention is being given, however, to the work
of building post-conflict Colombia in a concrete, physical sense. Focusing on the nationwide
process of development aimed at laying the material foundations of a new society, this talk
examines the political potency attributed to the built environment at this critical conjuncture.
Taking inspiration from a felicitous phrase coined by the Ministry of Transport’s Twitter account,
#PazEnConcreto, it highlights the real-and-imaginary work that goes into building a “concrete
peace” through the construction of things like roads, airports, and bridges. How exactly can
peace be built out of substances like concrete? By examining two infrastructure projects
endowed with the power to bring about peace and prosperity, the first objective is to shed light
on the model of security and development according to which Colombia’s future is being
imagined, designed, and built. The second objective is consider what these cases suggests
about the political agency of the material world.

Adolfo Ledn Gonzalez (Universidad del Valle) Contact: aquileon73@gmail.com

De la Negacién a la Verglienza: El Papel de las Autoridades Civiles y Militares
durante la Expansion de las Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia (AUC) en el
Valle del Cauca Colombiano

Durante el afio 1999, la préspera region del Valle del Cauca se vio sacudida por la presencia
de paramilitares del Blogque Calima de las AUC. Su llegada, que coincidié con una fuerte
ofensiva guerrillera, se interpret6 como una respuesta al avance del ELN y la FARC. Sin
embargo, raras veces el Blogque Calima combati6 directamente la guerrilla y su historial “militar”
se redujo a una serie de terribles masacres de civiles, hasta su desmovilizacion en el 2004. A
pesar de ello, las AUC modificaron radicalmente el mapa politico y desnudaron las complejas
relaciones entre la institucionalidad, el poder econémico y las mafias en la expansion del
fendbmeno paramilitar colombiano.

Las autoridades civiles y militares, al principio, negaron sisteméaticamente la presencia de las
AUC en el Valle del Cauca, a pesar de la evidencia de las masacres y de los desplazados.
Afios mas tarde, el Estado reconocio con verglienza esta evidencia, pero sélo unas pocas
manzanas podridas entre el Ejército, la clase politica o los empresarios fueron sefialados
como responsables aislados, junto a los sospechosos usuales: los narcotraficantes. Al dia de
hoy, la verdad y la justicia siguen ausentes.

La presente ponencia muestra los resultados mas importantes de la investigacion realizada
en el 2011 por el Grupo de Memoria Histérica de la Universidad del Valle sobre el contexto
sociopolitico que acompafio la expansion paramilitar en el suroeste colombiano y cémo las
particularidades de este caso nos ayudan a comprender mejor la dinamica del paramilitarismo
en la historia reciente de Colombia.

Attilio Bernasconi (University of Lausanne) contact: attilio.bernasconi@unil.ch

The ELN as an Emancipatory Space? When the Guerrilla Plays the Role of the

State

En los préximos meses descubriremos como el nuevo gobierno colombiano por un lado

seguira en lafase de post-acuerdos con la guerrilla de las FARC-EP y, si, por otro lado, seguira
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adelantando los didlogos de paz con el ELN a fin de llegar a un acuerdo de paz con dicha
guerrilla. A la fecha, el ELN controla diferentes territorios a lo largo de la costa pacifica
colombiana habitada predominantemente por comunidades negras, cuyas identidades estan
intrinsecamente liadas con las relaciones entre las practicas cuotidianas y el espacio habitado.
Mi ponencia tendra dos enfoques. El primero sera sobre las discusiones entre el ELN y los
habitantes afro-descendientes por lo que concierne las actividades de extraccion de oro y
otros recursos naturales. Si lo que pide el pais es paz con justicia social, en mi ponencia voy
a interrogar cual son los términos entre los cuales se plantea la autonomia de las comunidades
afro-descendientes para que ellas puedan ser actores en sus territorios. El segundo enfoque
sera sobre el rol de las mujeres en la guerrilla del ELN, guerrilla que por muchas de ellas se
ve como un espacio de emancipacion. Mi presentacién se basa sobre un trabajo etnografico
de cuatro meses en el medio de dicha guerrilla.

Joakim Kreutz (Universities of Stockholm/ Uppsala) & Enzo Nussio (ETH Zurich)
contact: enzo.nussio@sipo.gess.ethz.ch

Destroying Trust in Government. Effects of a Broken Pact among Colombian
Ex-Paramilitaries

Research on bargaining and stability after civil war has identified mistrust between conflict
parties as a major hurdle to sustainable peace. However, this literature focuses mainly on elite
interactions and understands parties as unitary actors. How do rank-and-file members of non-
state armed groups react when the government reneges on key aspects of a peace deal? We
argue that the members of armed groups can lose trust in government for instrumental reasons,
if they are personally affected, or for normative reasons, if they think the government is not
living up to its commitments. We use the unexpected decision of the Colombian government
to extradite former paramilitary leaders for narco-trafficking trials in the US in 2008 to identify
how the reversal of a promise of leniency influences low-ranking ex-combatants’ trust in
government. Using regression discontinuity and difference-in-difference analysis of survey
data, we find that the extradition led to a sudden and substantial decrease in trust among ex-
paramilitaries, but not in a comparison group of ex-guerrillas who were not part of the same
peace deal. While paramilitary foot soldiers are considered particularly greedy and
opportunistic, evidence here suggests that even for them, normative rather than instrumentalist
considerations led to trust erosion. Hence, although elites bargain for peace, breaking a pact
has consequences far beyond the leaders of the group.

Odile Cuénoud Gonzalez (University Lausanne) odile.cuenoud@unil.ch

La Nostalgia de las Armas: la Cuestion Identitaria y la Discriminacion en el
Proceso de DDR en Colombia

El fracaso de la reintegracidén de los ex combatientes a la vida civil sigue siendo un problema
en muchos contextos de desmovilizacién como el colombiano. Si la justicia y el respeto de las
necesidades mutuas son fundamentales, la reconciliacion también significa la integracion y el
bienestar de los excombatientes, evitando de este modo la reincidencia y la continuidad del
conflicto. Esta ponencia explora los factores psicosociales que facilitan o dificultan el
abandono de la identidad de un grupo armado y la re-identificacion a la comunidad civil, a
través de un estudio de campo (cuantitativo-cualitativo), con ex combatientes de grupos de
guerrilla y paramilitares (N = 201) que hacen parte del proceso de DDR en Colombia. Este
estudio evalla la influencia de factores como la discriminacion del desmovilizado y la nostalgia
de la vida armada sobre el proceso de reintegracion; resalta el papel primordial de la
comunidad de acogimiento para hacer de la reintegracion un proyecto comun, evitando una
reintegracion fantasma, en la que los excombatientes se ven obligados a esconder su antigua
identidad para ser aceptados. Esta investigacion presenta un modelo explicativo del riesgo de
reincidencia, en el que se lee el peso del pasado en la guerra en un escenario de continuidad
del conflicto. Los resultados se discuten en referencia a la teoria de la identidad social y
contribuyen a la literatura sobre la reconciliacién y el post-conflicto, mostrando el papel de la
cuestion identitaria como un elemento clave del éxito de la reintegracion de los
excombatientes.



Carlos Mario Jiménez Holguin (Museo de Antioquia) contact: carmaji2Z4@yahoo.com
De Salas de Exposicion a Espacios de Hospitalidad: la Experiencia del
Proyecto Museo + Comunidad

Museo + Comunidad nos ha permitido resignificar el concepto y el espacio del Museo,
extendiendo nuestras acciones mas alla de las salas de exposicidén, construyendo procesos,
desde el arte y la cultura, con distintos grupos comunitarios. Con esta apertura a otras formas
de museologia hemos ampliado los relatos a partir de los intereses expresados por las propias
personas, planteando reflexiones alrededor de temas significativos como la memoria y el
territorio, y la relacion entre lo urbano y lo rural en contextos de conflicto por multiples causas
historicas.

Hemos encontrado en el arte y en las préacticas artisticas contemporaneas las herramientas
idoneas para este proposito, por lo que enfocamos nuestro quehacer artistico y cultural en
generar lugares de encuentro, reflexion y discusion para una ciudadania critica y participativa.

Liliana Gomez-Popescu (University Zirich) contact: liliana.gomez-popescu@uzh.ch
The Landscape as Archive: Photography and Space in Narratives of
(Post-)Conflict in Colombia

By focusing on the invisibilization of political violence, the paper examines the corresponding
lacunae with regard to the affected and constructed spaces and landscapes that have
experienced the long armed conflict in Colombia. Specifically, it looks at the institutionally led
archival recording project (1954-1978) — the linguistic-ethnographic atlas of Colombia — that
seems to define potentially self-reflexive moments in the post-conflict, while drawing attention
to the tacit violence embodied in photography and space that bear witness to the invisibilization
of the armed conflict. By examining the violence’s figures of amnesia, the presentation
discusses the tropes of disappearance and testimony that articulate a lieu of enunciation for
addressing the oblivion of landscapes and bodies. It asks: How are memorial sites and
forgotten landscapes re-inscribed with meaning by this photographic archive that, read against
the grain, potentially configure counter-semantics and alternate spaces of cultural, material,
and mnemonic negotiations of the political conflict? What stories do these photographs tell us
today about the relationship between landscape, violence, and memory? Originally, the
photographs were produced with the aim of documenting the rural landscape, and the visual
and material context of the word, becoming thus a constitutive part of the encyclopedic
linguistic and geographical project. Yet, they provide unique visual material that is both
scientific and poetic, revealing narratives and spaces of collective and historic memory of the
rural and its displaced knowledge, while retrospectively visualizing the groups marginalized in
the conflict.

David Kostenwein (ETH Zurich) contact: david.kostenwein@istp.ethz.ch

In Between Walls and Fences. A City Shaped by Gated Communities.

The built environment is not only a manifestation of complex sociospatial processes, it also
shapes the way we inhabit our cities. With the construction of physical barriers, this reciprocal
relation between the space and social practice is especially evident in one of the recurrent
forms cities are built today: the gated community.

Gated communities today house close to 20% of Bogotd's population and constitute the
prevailing form of (formal) housing provision in the city. They mark a unique form of the built
environment, as they are a group of mostly residential dwellings that share exclusive spaces
and services, show a lack of relation or interaction between the private and the surrounding
public spaces and have restricted access and controlled entrances. Gated communities are
often referred to as an exreme spatial manifestation of segregation and fear of crime.

It is the subject of this research to understand, whether the individual choices of living in private
enclaves and the policy choices enabling these decisions jeopardize the public collective
interest of having functional, active and inclusive public spaces by forming urban spaces
dominated by walls, fences and gates.



As my research tries to apply urban theories in an extreme form of urbanization by using
interdisciplinary methodologies in order to analyze the impact of privatized exclusive spaces
on social practice and security in the surrounding public spaces, | hope to get valuable input
and comments from this workshop and to find likeminded researchers to build future
relationships and cooperation.

Maria Ordonez (University of Zurich) contact: maria.ordonezcruz@uzh.ch

Sujetos e (In)visibles Paisajes, Cotidianidad y Efectos de la Desaparicion en
Colombia

Situada en un periodo histérico extendido, la desaparicion de personas ha sido un fenémeno
repetitivo en Colombia desde 1958 hasta el actual marco de post--- acuerdos. En este contexto,
han sido reportadas como desaparecidas mas de 83.000 personas. Una cifra conservadora,
teniendo en cuenta su larga y compleja trayectoria como fendmeno social especifico y
distintivo, asociado a manifestaciones, materialidades, actores, intenciones, temporalidades,
lugares, experiencias y circulaciones diversas. El cual debe ser entendido, como una
estrategia de control local a través de eventos violentos de alguna forma cotidianos, que
responden a légicas como el control del territorio, recursos, rutas y despojos (humanos y no
humanos).

Consecuentemente, con los efectos de esta practica, fluyen a través del campo — visible y no
visible— diversos actores y cuerpos afectados, vinculados y expuestos a la disputa de fuerzas
(fuerzas armadas, institucionales, sociales, asociativas, asi como a la fuerza de la naturaleza
misma). Me refiero tanto a familiares de personas desaparecidas y a las victimas directas,
como a quienes se han visto envueltos y expuestos de manera in---directa a este fenémeno.
Es decir, locales, campesinos, pescadores, y todos aquellos que principalmente habitan —o
habitaron— los campos y escenarios de esta violencia.

En este sentido —y en virtud de desnaturalizar y expandir el concepto— esta propuesta plantea
una reflexion de la desaparicion como un fenémeno profundamente incorporado en la
sociedad colombiana; que se acentla y circula a partir de formas particulares de entender la
vida, la muerte y el despojo. Para esto, me centro en las historias y experiencias de tres
actores: Martha, Maria Isabel y el colectivo Rios Vivos, quienes dan cuenta de un universo de
paisajes subyacentes a las experiencias subjetivas de la violencia. Sin embargo, es necesario
entender también, la desaparicién desde su configuraciébn como una estrategia semantica y
retdrica (dentro y fuera) del conflicto. La cual requiere ser leida desde sus exclusiones y
excepciones, asi como desde la disputa del campo visual.

Laura Neville (University Lausanne) contact: laura.neville@unil.ch

Politics of Waste and Place: Recyclers’ Formalisation in Cartagena, Colombia
Colombia was one of the first countries in Latin America to recognise legally the role of the
informal sector in solid waste management (SWM) after decades of struggles by recyclers’
movements against exclusion and criminalisation measures. Since 2013, municipalities all
over the country are obliged to integrate the informal recycling sector as a new actor of the
SWM system.

Cartagena is characterised by differentiated treatment of territories within the city, related to
the city’s socio-spatial segregation and socio-racial inequality dynamics and SWM could be
described as a mirror of the city’s general inequality trends, nevertheless becoming a priority
at the urban governance level. Indeed, a new SWM plan (2016-2027), which must integrate
the informal recycling sector, is currently being designed and implemented at the city level.
Bearing in mind this general context, my PhD research approaches solid waste as an entry
point to analyse broader urbanisation processes in Cartagena. It aims at examining recyclers’
formalisation process in Cartagena to explore the interlinked dynamics of politics of waste and
politics of place in an urban setting. In particular, the thesis will aim at studying place-making
practices of recyclers and various actors with whom they interact and relate — the municipality,
private companies, low and middle-income residents - to develop a broader understanding of
urban space production. Based on an ethnographic study of recyclers’ organisations in
Cartagena, the thesis will analyse recyclers’ formalisation process to question how it
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challenges or reproduces urban socio-spatial segregation processes in the city. Indeed,
focusing on recyclers’ formalisation would allow to “examine the relational processes driving
and sustaining political conflicts over place” (Pierce et al., 2010: 67) through the lens of solid
waste.

Jaime Hernandez-Garcia (Pontificia Universidad Javeriana, Bogota) contact:
hernandez.j@javeriana.edu.co

Post-Conflict and Informal Settlements in Colombia

The Colombian Peace Agreement between the Government lead by the President Santos and
the guerrilla group FARC (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia) leader
Timochenko was signed in November 2016. The agreement is currently under implementation,
although not without controversy and uncertainty, especially in the rural areas which have been
most affected by the conflict, and in the light of the recent presidential election. However, little
has been said about the possible effects on urban areas (Weiss Fagen, 2015), where nearly
80% of the Colombian population live, reflecting the incipient nature of this research agenda
(Beall et al. 2013).

Territorial peace is at the centre of the peace agreement. This concept refers to the uneven
social and economic development of territories; which has both been cause and consequence
of the conflict in the country. In this sense, the concept looks for options to solve inequality by
means of developing new institutional rules that guarantee a population’s rights; implementing
new and improved participation channels; and establishing a new relationship between
government and communities (Gonzalez and Ruiz, 2014). These options and their link to the
peace agreement, however, are inherently linked to rural territories with little reference to urban
centres (see for example Territorial Development Programmes —PDETs- and Territorial
Spaces for Training and Reincorporation —ETCRs-). In parallel, conflict induced migration has
pushed urbanization and urban growth in Colombia (Zetter and Deikun 2010), contributing to
the expansion of informal urban settlements (Albuja and Ceballos 2010). Hence, informal
settlements might bear the consequences of the peace agreement in Colombia’s cities, by
infout migration that may exacerbate problems of poverty, inequality, insecurity and
marginalization.

This presentation, reporting from an ongoing research, aims to explore the implications of the
post-conflict (post-agreement) and territorial peace in informal settlements, focusing on the
understandings, experiences, and expectations of residents, and reflecting on previous similar
experiences, studying neighbourhoods within and across two Colombian cities, Bogota and
Cali.



